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SUMMER is well and truly with us 
and Holbeck Urban Village is the perfect 
place to be; whether the sun’s shining 
and we’re fighting for a deck chair on 
Wonderwood or we’re sheltering from the 
rain in one of the fabulous food and 
drink establishments we have handily 
close by, so handy in fact that we  
don’t get completely soaked popping  
out for lunch.

IN THIS, our second issue of Bleat, 
we’ll be looking over the new lambs in 
the igloo flock, our most recent tenants 
Bloom Media and Jones Hargreaves; 
talking to one of the most well known 
faces behind the bars and counters of 
Holbeck Urban Village, Fabia Ward, about 
her curious and inventive art and dance 
performance making its world premiere 
smack in the middle of Wonderwood in 
August and visiting another of igloo’s 
developments – Bermondsey Square 
in London.

Paul Simmons and John Long
igloo.

HELLO TO OUR
NEW TENANTS

AN AWARD-WINNING DIGITAL AGENCY 
AND A MEDIA PLANNING AND BUYING 
AGENCY ARE OUR NEWEST TENANTS 
JOINING THE GROWING CREATIVE 
COMMUNITY HERE.
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01 Paul Simmons 
02 Bloom Media

BLOOM MEDIA, whose 20 staff moved 
into the Green Sand Foundry, provide 
web design and SEO internet marketing 
services to a clutch of national and 
international brands including several 
household names: Vidal Sassoon, Wembley 
Stadium and Ryanair to name but a few. 
They moved to Holbeck Urban Village 
from Roundhay after recently expanding, 
making four new appointments in the  
last few months with plans to recruit  
a further half a dozen over the next  
six months. 

NEW TO MARSHALLS MILL is Jones 
Hargreaves LLP, one of the UK’s most 
recently established building and 
project consultancies. They celebrated 
their first year of trading by 
relocating from York Street in Leeds 
to a bigger space in Marshalls Mill to 
allow them to keep growing. The company 
works with many of the UK’s big names 
in the building world: key investment 
funds, developers, banks, commercial 
landlords and occupiers on services 
including project management, contract 
administration and due diligence 
surveys. Jones Hargreaves also work 
with us at igloo providing building 
consultancy advice.

Welcome to both companies, we’re very 
happy to have you and even more happy  
to not be saying goodbye to anyone  
just now too.
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How long has Media Wow been going?
Since April 2006.

How many of you are there?
Currently 11.

Can you tell us a bit about your 
business and what sort of work you do?
We are a media planning and buying 
agency offering a full–service digital 
marketing package which also includes 
direct marketing, brand awareness, online 
marketing and design. At the moment, 
we have more than 30 clients including 
Adjustamatic Beds, CityCarClub, Marie 
Stopes International, Otto and 
Village Hotels.

Why did you decide to move in with us?
This office fits our criteria exactly, but 
more than that we wanted somewhere that 
had a different character and a bit of 
soul: which you often don’t find in city 
centre or business park office blocks. 
And there’s a sense of community here, 
and creativity, a bit of a buzz.

WOWING THE 
NEIGHBOURS

What else was important to you, and your 
team, when you were looking for a new 
work space?
In our previous offices, the team were 
spread across lots of smaller rooms,  
but Marshall’s Court offers us a bright, 
open-plan office space which allows for  
a more creative working environment,  
but it also incorporates a separate  
meeting room for hosting client or  
team meetings, which is really handy.

How are things going for you at  
the moment?
We moved to Marshalls Court after 
a clutch of new client wins and  
because we had recruited five new staff 
in the last six months, so it’s fair  
to say that things are going well at 
the moment. We have completed a few 
new sites since moving in including 
CityCarClub, Scootamatic, and NHC 
Mobility. We are currently working on 
four other new site builds, including 
one for Adjustamatic Beds, plus SEO 
for a new Bathroom client, so there’s 
no sign of things slowing down any  
time soon. 

Long may it continue.
Absolutely!

Other than your new office of course, 
what do you like most about being in 
Holbeck Urban Village? 
I should say: the easy access off the 
motorway; the friendly management;  
the 24/7 security and the great office 
space. I shouldn’t say: the Midnight 
Bell’s sunny courtyard and the fact 
it’s a wonderful place to enjoy lunch 
with clients and suppliers. Oops,  
just said it!

IN THE LAST BLEAT WE BRIEFLY 
INTRODUCED MARKETING AGENCY MEDIA 
WOW WHO MOVED INTO MARSHALL’S 
COURT AS WE TYPED. WE’D LIKE TO  
KNOW A LITTLE MORE ABOUT THEM  
AND THOUGHT YOU MIGHT TOO, SO WE 
CAUGHT UP WITH MANAGING DIRECTOR 
KELLY FARRINGTON TO SEE HOW  
THINGS WERE GOING.

01 Media Wow

01
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SO, WHO IS FABIA?
Fabia first started working in Holbeck 
Urban Village, at The Foundry Wine 
Bar, when she was in 6th form. Now 
she has just completed her degree in 
Contemporary Theatre and Dance from 
the University of Hull, gaining an 
impressive 1st class degree. Fabia 
currently works part time in both Out 
of the Woods and The Cross Keys, and 
we caught up with her in between shifts 
for a quick drink in the Midnight Bell 
where some of her artwork is proudly  
on display.

So Fabia, firstly a huge CONGRATULATIONS 
on your results, that’s fantastic. 
Thank you so much, I’m really pleased! 
 
Why Wonderwood then?
I really wanted to be able to do this 
first piece of work since finishing 
my course in Holbeck Urban Village – I 
love it down here. I’ve worked here for 
so long and know many of the people who 
live and work here; it’s my Leeds second 
home so it made complete sense for me to 
do something where I know people will be 
interested and supportive. Wonderwood 
is just perfect though, such a creative 
space right in the middle of everything, 
it really suits the work I want to do. 

Yes, tell me a bit about that. 
I’ll tell you a little bit, I want it  
to be a surprise really for everyone 
that comes down… 

Oooh now I’m intrigued, go on then,  
what can you tell us…
OK, it’s called ‘S’wonderful’ and it 
started out from the piece I did for my 
university finals but has evolved and 
changed quite a lot since then. As I am 
an artist as well as a dancer, I really 
wanted to do something incorporating 
both elements so performance art seemed 
the way to go. Without giving the game 
away, there will be lots of music, lots 
of paint and I will be performing it  
all in a big, white, open fronted box  
on Wonderwood.

FABIA FINISHES  
HER COURSE

 
It sounds amazing Fabia. 
I hope so!

What will you do if it rains though?
The brilliant guys at the Underground 
Ballroom [four railway arches just off 
Water Lane that have been transformed 
into a small theatre and workshop spaces 
– ED] have said that I can go there, 
but fingers crossed it will be a lovely 
sunny day…

I’m sure it will, the sun always shines 
in Holbeck doesn’t it? Anyway, what 
would you say to people to encourage 
them to come down and check it out but 
aren’t sure it’s for them?
I’d say they should give it a try. I 
want people to just come and enjoy 
themselves, watch the piece with a smile 
on their face and go home, or wherever, 
having experienced something unexpected 
but fun. I make art that I enjoy myself 
but also for others to enjoy – I’m not 
really trying to send out any serious 
messages or anything, it’s far more 
straightforward than that.

Thanks Fabia, we’ll be there but I’m  
sure we’ll see you around before then 
I’m sure.
Thanks for letting me use the space  
on Wonderwood, I can’t wait.

Our pleasure.

IN AUGUST, ARTIST FABIA WARD WILL 
PRESENT HER VERY FIRST, PROFESSIONAL 
LIVE PERFORMANCE AND WE WERE 
THRILLED, NAY HONOURED, THAT SHE 
WANTED TO DO IT AT WONDERWOOD.

01 Fabia’s paint 
02 Fabia dancing
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S’WONDERFUL WILL BE ON WONDERWOOD 
ON 14 AUGUST AT 2PM – AND IT’S FREE.
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RICH FIDDAMAN, manager at the 
Midnight Bell, Water Lane. The Midnight 
Bell was the first pub from the local 
Holbeck based Leeds Brewery, opening  
its doors in June 2008. Other pubs from 
the brewery have sprung up since: Pin  
on Dock Street and The Brewery Tap  
on New Station Street. 

Originally from the Wirral but now 
living at City Island in Leeds city 
centre, Rich started working at the 
Midnight Bell in 2009 and became 
manager in May this year.

What’s your favourite building in Leeds? 
The old derelict one off Wellington 
Street, that was part of Leeds Central 
Station. [This building was a goods 
lift and one of the original parts for 
the station which opened in 1854. Leeds 
Central closed in 1967 to move closer 
into the city and became Leeds City 
Station – ED].

Describe Leeds in 3 Words?
Fun, Diverse & Proud.

Favourite free thing to do in Leeds?
Wander around the city centre early 
morning before the shops open. You 
notice so much you don’t usually.
 
Favourite people watching spot in Leeds? 
All Bar One at the end of Greek Street. 
I used to work there and the sights 
you’d see after hours on a Friday and 
Saturday. My favourite being two pandas 
having a domestic. 
 
Favourite picnic spot in Leeds?
In the city centre, Park Square 
 
Favourite Leeds fact?
The international pool was never allowed 
to host major events because when they 
built it they forgot to take in to 
account the thickness of the tiles and 
therefore the pool wasn’t quite the 
official 50m it needed to be. Not sure  
if this is entirely true, but still 
always makes me chuckle anyway.

Favourite Yorkshire word or saying? 
The old classic ‘appen.

WE’VE KNOWN YOU long enough now, 
and you’re getting to know each other 
better; we think it’s about time to 
start introducing you to the rest of  
the igloo family. First up it’s our  
youthful sibling at Bermondsey Square  
in South East London. 

BERMONDSEY SQUARE, one of our 
property development projects, completed 
back in 2009 and is already a bustling 
community with its own boutique hotel, 
local supermarket, art house cinema, 
offices, homes, independent book shop  
and restaurants – quite a mix. And then, 
at the centre of the scheme, there’s  
the Square itself which hosts a farmers’ 
market every Saturday from 10am to 2pm 
and on Friday mornings from 4am – 1pm, 
the world famous Bermondsey Antiques 
Market. One possibly apocryphal fact 
about this historic market is that a 
law passed in the 15th century allowed 
stolen items sold here before dawn to  
be considered ‘legit’ – though obviously 
this is not practised or advised! 

BUT AS WE ALL KNOW, location 
matters in the property business, and 
Bermondsey Street, which the Square 
anchors at its northern end, is a great 
place in its own right, already noted  
as “South London’s coolest quarter”  
in Vogue’s annual Secret Address Book. 
And, according to Time Out, “If we were 
giving out awards for cool streets,  
the gong for funkiest newcomer would  
be scooped by SE1’s Bermondsey Street.”

So, bearing all that little lot in  
mind, how do you fancy checking it  
out yourself? We have a fantastic  
offer for Leeds’ igloo family who  
find themselves in the same old places 
whenever they visit London and would 
like to try somewhere new. In fact  
it’s both old and new at the same  
time; we hope you’ll recognise some  
of the same spirit from Holbeck  
Urban Village. 

Stay at Bespoke Hotels’ ‘Bermondsey 
Square Hotel’ for the same deal that  
is offered to the Square’s residents:  
10% off their best available rate.

All you have to do is make your booking 
direct over the phone on 0207 378 2450 
and quote igloo when you book. 
 
www.bermondseysquare.co.uk 
www.bermondseysquarehotel.co.uk 
 
Follow Bermondsey Square on  
www.twitter.com/bermondseysq

MEET YOUR LOCAL 
BAR MANAGER...

GETTING TO
KNOW YOU...

01 Midnight Bell 
02 & 03 The Bermondsey Square Hotel
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PAVILION in the Round Foundry 
will collaborate with artist Aurelien 
Froment during September. Visitors to 
the gallery will see video pieces by  
the artist who was born in Paris and now 
lives and works in Dublin. Froment works 
with photography, film, sculpture and 
performance to interrogate the way media 
structures the relation between object 
and sign, perception and cognition, 
language and meaning. 
www.pavilion.org.uk 

KEEP AN EYE ON...
Temple Works: www.templeworksleeds.com 
Slung Low Theatre Company at the Holbeck 
Underground Ballroom: http://web.me.com/
slung.low/Slung_Low/The_HUB_home.html
For the latest goings on just two of  
the most innovative cultural hot spots 
in HUV.

THERE’S LOTS ON locally to keep 
everyone busy over the next couple of 
months: Launched at the start of July 
but really picking up pace are the 
Little Picnics, a celebration of all the 
fantastic food retailers we have nearby 
packed up in a bespoke picnic bag. 

We, along with Leeds City Council and 
ISIS [developers at Granary Wharf] 
wanted to shout about our area and tell 
the rest of the city about this haven of 
independent cafes, restaurants and pubs 
so teamed up with the Leeds Loves Food 
festival to launch the Little Picnics 
which are available until 5 September 
at seven of the best independent food 
suppliers from The Hop at Granary Wharf 
to Holbeck Urban Village favourites 
Engine House Café, Out of the Woods, 
David Street Café, Pickled Pepper, 
Cross Keys and the Midnight Bell.
 
Each venue has designed its own special 
menu and customers can choose from 
lighter snacks such as a slice of home–
made cake and coffee from the Engine 
House Café, to a jam–packed feast from 
the Pickled Pepper Deli which includes 
a salad box or slice of quiche/frittata, 
home-made chocolate brownie and drink. 
www.holbeckurbanvillage.co.uk

THE NEXT CROSS KEYS quarterly 
seasonal food and craft market is 
a ‘Harvest Festival’ on Saturday 16 
October, coinciding with World Food Day. 
They’ve also launched their summer menu 
so head on down to treat your tastebuds 
to some delectable dining.  
www.the-crosskeys.com 

ACROSS THE CANAL on 28 August is 
the last chance this summer to visit the 
Granary Wharf Pannier Markets, featuring 
more than 60 traders with delicatessen 
stalls, hat makers and vintage sellers 
joining the established mix of sellers 
of high quality cheese, sausage, retro 
fashion, photography and handmade gifts. 
www.granarywharf.co.uk

RUNNING ALONG SIDE the Pannier 
Markets are the Urban Story Walks led 
by local storyteller Joe Collins. These 
stories are original tales about the 
history of Leeds which have never been 
told in this way before, compiled from 
anecdotes and fables gathered by Collins 
over many years. You can book tickets 
on Dig Yorkshire: www.digyorkshire.com/

THE GREEN CORRIDOR, an ancient 
footpath which winds through an array  
of visual delights both wild and man–
made, passing Temple Works, under 
Holbeck Viaduct, to the meadows along 
Bridge Road and then onto Holbeck  
Moor offers a quick walking route  
from Holbeck right through to the  
city centre. Have a wander along the 
path as it explores areas which had  
been a bit neglected so were given  
a bit of TLC. 

There is new lighting and rough land 
has been replanted with flowers and as a 
reminder of Leeds’ once thriving textile 
industry, flax, which was used to make 
linen. www.holbeckurbanvillage.co.uk/ 

ROUND
‘EM UP

BLEAT IT
Holbeck Urban Village is constantly 
changing and evolving with new 
businesses moving in and different 
events occurring throughout the year, 
it’s great to see just how much goes  
on in a relatively small area. 
 
We know there’s much more that we  
don’t find out about though so would 
love to hear more. Maybe there are some 
good, interesting or unusual projects 
you’re working on or your team has 
been recognised with a great award. We 
would love to congratulate you and are 
sure that your work neighbours would be 
interested in hearing about how everyone 
else is doing around them, so drop us  
a line and let us know what you’re up  
to and we can hopefully feature it in  
a future issue of Bleat. 

www.twitter.com/weloveholbeck is where 
you can find us on Twitter or if you want 
to know more about igloo more generally, 
visit our websites:

www.igloo.uk.net
www.blueprintregeneration.com
www.isis.gb.com

01 The Tower Works 
02 Temple works
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www.igloo.uk.net 
www.weloveholbeck.com
www.thevastagency.com


